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IV. Account ofa BOOK.

AYKOPPONOX TOY XAAKIAEQS AAEZANAPA,
Kai 2ic auld 7876 ISAKIOY 78 TZTTZOY EEHTAMA.

Lycophronis Chalcidenfis Alexandra, Cum
Grecis Wactt Tzetzis Commentariis. Acce-
dunt Verfiones, Variantes Letiones, Enen-
dationes, Annotationes ¢ Indices Neceﬂkrii.
Cura & operd Johannis Potteri, 4. M. ¢
Collegii Lincolnienfis Socii. Oxonii, e The-
atro Sheldoniano, 4n. Dam. 1697.

Tcophron’s Caffandra is the only work that remains

4§ , tous, out of the-many Volumes of that Author :
"Tis a Poem the moft intricate and obfcure of any, that
has ever appear’d in the Greek, or other Languages ;
but whofe ufefulne(s does fufficiently compenfate forits
Obfcurity. The Defign is thus ; Caffandra, the Daugh.
ter of Priamus King of Troy, feeing her Brother Paris
put to Sea, with an intent to fetch Alelena from Greece,
and being before inftructed by Apolls in the Art of Di-
vination, foretells the manifold Calamities, which that
Voyage brought upon her Native Country ; and having
premis'd an account of the former taking of Zroy by
Hercules,(he enumerates all the Miferies, which the Gre.
cians and Trojans underwent during the long TenYears
Siege of that City, and at the Deftruction of ir, with
the various Fortunes that befel them afterwards, and the
sumerous Colories planted by them in Jzaly, Sicily, and
other parts of the World. Then having related from
their firft Original the Caufes of the continual Quarrels
be.

[
The Royal Society is collaborating with JSTOR to digitize, preserve, and extend access to éf‘-’ )2
Philosophical Transactions (1683-1775). RINORY |

www.jstor.org



(523 )

between Europe and Afia, and defcrib’d the memorable
Occurrences in Xerxes’s Famous-Invafion upon Greece,
fhe draws out the Thread of her Difcourfe as far as the
Succeflors of Alexander the Great, in a moft Natural,
yet Artful Method. All thefe Narrations are embellith’d
with many pleafant Epifodes, and {o great variety of
Poetical Hiftories, that by a thorough underftanding of
this Single Poem, the Reader will be furnifh’'d with a
competent knowledge of the greate(t part of the Anci-
ent Mythology : And the Words and Phrafes, in which
all thefe are exprefs’d, are fuch, that whoever has made
himfelf Mafter ofthem, can fcarce be at a lofs in any,
the moft obfcure Paflages of other Autnors, efpecially
the Poets : So that a careful perufal of this Book, will
be a confiderable ftep to a perfect underftanding of the
Greek Language,

‘The prefent Edition is not only render'd more beau-
tiful by a larger and better Charalker, but feems to be
far more Correét and Compleat than any we have yet
had of this Author; for it contains, befide a great many
acceffions, whatever is of Ufe, or Value in any of the
former Impreflions. The Text is Corrected as well by
the help of the former Printed Editions, as of two Aa-
cient Manufcript Copies in the Bodleian Library, which
have been carefully Collated. On one fide of it is placd
the verbal Tranflation of Canterus ; bencath are inler-
ted the various le&tions faithfully colle¢ted out of the
foremention’d Copies, which as they may be of ule to
the Accurate and Critical underftanding of any Aacient
Author, fo are more efpecially requird here, where
there are fo many obfcure pafiages, wherein Learned
Men either do not agree, or are wholly at.a lofs. Be-
neath the(e you have the large Greek Commentaries of
Ifaac Tzetzes, which were heretofore very imperfect,
and in maoy places fo maim’d and corrupted, that the}é
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cov’d rot be underftood ; but are now, by the affiftance
of Manufcripts, correéted and enlarged : and at the bot-
tom of every Page is infcrred a Brief Account of ail the
Additions, and priacipal Emendations made therein.
Ar the end of thete is annex’d the excellent Tranflation
of Jofeph Scaliger, in lambick Verfes, wherein he has not
only faithfully exprefs’d the Sence and Meaning, but the
Diction aad Scile of the Auther.  After this tollow the
Angotations of Canterus and Meurfius, more Correctly
Printed ¢than hitherto they bhave been. To thefe, be-
fide nec=flary Indexes which all the former Edirions
have wanted, the Editor has added his own Cormamenta-
ries, wherein {everal obfcure Verfes in Lycophron, never
throughly underflood before, are explain’d ; many
dark in other Authors are cleared, Correfted and ren-
der’d intelligible ; and Cuftoms of the Ancient Greets,
abfolutely neceffary for the Underftanding of their Au-
thors, are brought to light. '
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